Beat Jolin,. 12/26/yi 

I'm the last person to whom anyone should feel like apologizing because he was inter- 
rupted while writing a letter. Or anything else, is I'm asout to demonstrate. Beginning 
with an apology for using this old paper to be able to use more of the few moments before 

suuoer. Much f(rail has accumulated and I'm deep into other tilings. But the conditions of 
* * 

my life and tiiat X now forget so much prompts me to write not about your letter but about 
what I t. ink reflects a remarkable and perceptive grasp of much and very complicated ma- 
terial in your oped offering to the Post. In all ways it is excellent. 

I may not be able to respond to your letter for several days but when I do I read it 
with a liighlighter and won't have either to remember or reread it. We were both too busy 
to go out to the mailbox until I took nil shopping. I read the mail while waiting for her. 

I decided against saying anything bout the Belin crap to wiiich Ford's mime was added. 

I am responding, in all probability entirely or almost entirely to leave a record for 
history. Bo x pick and chose. 

I began to write an oped offering to the Post in response to the article on .12/24 
signed by Otone. I put it this way because for the first time of which i. know he reflects 
some knowledge of the evidence. He has fauunted ignorance of it to this time. One ol the 
few people associated with him who is not a nut, not that some of writings are not a little 
on the extreme/ unjustified side, is Professor Peter -Wale Scott. I am certain, without any 
proof at all, that Scott wrote the powerful mid persuasive Stone oped article in the iff 
Times of 12/20/ I did write the '/ines about tiiat, without a single mention of the one topic 
that permeated it, Vietnam. liay sound strange but I told the Times how criticism of tone 
began, enclosed copies of the letters, and said there is no mention of Viet Ham in then. 

I thentfddressed some of /what is. 

4s with what you ..rote the Post, there is a good probability that it will be read 
and thus, in ad-Jition to leaving a record for history, where it may be entirely lost or 
at some point be used, someone at a major newspapers has a chance of being correctly 
informed. 

FYT, Belin is irrational on this subject. He has made a Judonrat of himseli on it. 
and in addition to what you perceived, to my surprise, interject, he was eve more wrong. 

f 

Holmes was not the last person to talk to him in that last session. T 0 m Kelley was. /did I 
have a copy of that WU money order from WU's files. One of the managers became a fan and 
he had taken it for liimself and he gave it to me. 

It depends on how much continuous time I have after doing those tilings I must, like 
making and mailing packages so they will not accumulate and to provide the service people 
ought be able to expect. l/ll use the odds and end/s of time for odds and end:; of responses 



